CHAPTER XX.
THE CALL TO ARMS.

|

, Was very gentie, “if you want an equal

OTH Randolph and Carolina wern] chince—want to be equal to o man—

deeply affected by their father's
words.

The daughter attempted to
take ou herself the biame for her broth-
er's nction,

“{ was the older one. 1 might have
gtopped him If T had wished and should
pear the burden."

“No, no, father,” excinimed the

youtli, hls Inborn self rellance promnt-
Wi LA 10 BHOUIGED (UY COuSegueicen

of Wls own mistakes. *1, nod 1 alone,
aw respousible for what I did. I did
got realize that It was wrong, 1 will
pot hide belind Carolina.”

Caroling Langdon bore herself bettor
than was to have been expected under
the stiain of the palnful interview.
gle gaw more clearly now how she had
erred.  Bbe was undergoing an inward
revolution that would make It lmpos-
slble fur her ever again to veer so far
from the line of duty to bher father, her
family and to bherself.

When Randolph had finlshed Carolina
took up her own defense, and eloquent-
Iy ghe pleaded the defense of many o

|
woman who yearns for what she has

not got, for what may be beyvond her
reach—the defense of the woman who
chufes under the limitntions of world-
Iy positlon, of sex and of opportunity.
It was the defense of an ambitious
WO,

“Perbnps I ought to have been n
man of the Langdon family,"” she ex-
cinimed.  “Father, oh, ean‘t you un-

derstand that 1 couldn't doze my llfe
away down on those platitntions? You
don't know whnt ambition Is. 1 had
to hove the world, 1 had to bave
money. 1f 1T had been n man 1 swould
have tried big flnanclal enlerprises, 1
ghould have liked to fight for a for-
e, You wouldo't have condemned
me then. Yoo might have sald wmy
wethods were bold, but If T succeeded
I would have been o greal man, But
just because I am a womnn you think
1 must sit home with my knitting. No,
father, the world does move, Women
must have an equal chancee with men,
but I wish 1 bad been g man!”

“Lven then 1 hope you would huve
been o gentleman,” rebuked her father
gternly.  “Women should have on
oqual chance, Carolinn. They should
luve an equal chance for the same
virtues as mey, not for the same
vices."

“But an equal ehanee” petnrned the
glrl fervidly, “There, father, yon have
admitted what 1 have tried to prove,
The woman with the gpirit of o man,
the spirit that celes to a woman, "Ad-
vance,! ‘Accomplish' ‘Be something
‘Strike for yourself,' cannot it ldly by
while 0l] the world moves on. If It Is
f.ue that I have chosen the wrong
Liemins, the wrong way, to better wy
lot 1 aid It thromgh lgnorance, and

“Women must have an equal chance.”

that ignorance ls the fault of the
times (n which I live, of the system
thet guldes the era in which 1 live.

“l am what the world calls ‘educat-
el' but the world, the world of men,
knows better, It langhs at me. 1t has
chented mwe because 1 fm 0 WomAl
The world of men has fenced me In
uid hobbled we with conventlon, with
precedent, with fietitious sentiment.
If 1 pursue the business of men is
they themselves would pursue It 1
nm called an ungeateful danghter. If
1 should adopt the morals of men I
would be ealled a fallen woman. If 1
adopted the religlon of wen 1 would
bave no religion at all. Turn what
way 1 will"—

“But uot every woman feels the way
Jou do, my daughter,” broke In the
senator,

“No, you are right, because thelr
8pirit Lhas been crushed by generations,
by centuries of forced subserviency to
mea. Phey tell us we should be thank-
ful that we do not live in Chion, whers
Women nre physical slaves to men. 1o
onr vountey they are forced to by men-
1l and socinl slaves to men. I3 oue
very much worse than the other?"

"“Then. dear.” and Ler fatler's toes

| you must ke your medicine with
Randolph, llke o man.”

“What are you golug to do, sir?" she
asked, afrald,

“I'm golug to spoll all your Htue
scheme, dear,” lbe returned, smillng
sadly. “I'm going, 1 fear, to make you
loge all your money. 1'd like to make
It easy for you, but 1 ean't. You've
got to take your medicine, chlidren,
end when It's all over back there in
Misslisippl | shull be able, 1 hope, to
pateh up your broken lives and togeth-
er we will work out your mistakes. 1
enn't think of that now. 'The houor of
the Lungdons calls, This Is the time
for the fight, and any one who fights
against me mwust take the conse-
quences.”

He walked over and touched the bell,

“Thomas,” he said to the servant
who responded, “take that letter at
once to Senator Pettbody, In the lbra-

"

“What fe 1t, sir?" asked Randolph.

“It's the call to arms," responded his
father grimly,

Senntor Peabody read the letter to
which Halnes bad signed Langdon's
nawe nud jumped up from his chalr in
| the library In astonlshment, Without
1 word to the startled Stevens he rush-
od to confront Langdon,

“What's the menning of this? he
shouted ns he burst in on the junlor
senator from Missisalppl.

“Of whnt?" asked the southerner,
with a biandness that added fuel to
Penbody's irritation,

“Dion't teifle with we, gir!” erled “the
boss of the senate,” *“This letier, Yon
gent It Explain it! I'm in no mood to
Joke"

Langdon looked nt him calmly,

“T think the letier Is quite plaln, sen-
| ntor,” he sald. *“You can read” Then
he turned to his daughter. *“This dis-
cusslon cannot possibly interest you,
| my dear, W yon go to the drawing
ropm to recelve our guests ™

Caroling obeyved. Bhe seemed to be
discovering new qualities in this father
whom she had considered to be too old
fushioned for lis time.

“Now, senntor, go nhead, and, Ran-
dolph. you bring Stevens.”

"You're switching to Gulf Clty 7" de-
manded Peabody.

“I'm considering Gulf Clty," agreed
Langdon,

Penbody brought down his fist on the
tible,

“It's too late (o consider anything,
Langdon,” he eried, “We're committed
to Altucoola, and Altacooln It is, 1
don't care whnt you beard of Gulf
Clty. Now, I'd 1ike to settle this thing
i a friendly manner, Langdon. 1 Hke
always for every member of the senate
{ to bave his share of the power aud the
| pntronage, We've been glad to put you
forward in this naval base matter. We
apprectate the stralghtforwardness, the
honesty of your churacter. You look
well. You're the kind of politiclan the
publie thinks 1t wants nowadays, bt
vou've been in the senate long enough
to know that bills have to pass, and
you know you ean't get through any:
thing without my friends, and I tell
you now Il throttie any Gulf City
plitu you bring ap.'”

“Then |f vou ave as sure of that you
can't object to my belng for Gulf
Clty ¥ usked Langdon,

“Are you financially Ioterested In
Gult City 7 demnunded Peabody.

ssenntor Peabody !’ exclalmed Lang-
don.

“Don't flare up, Langdon," retorted
Peabody, “That sort of thing has
Lappened In the senate, There are
often perfectly legitimate profits to be
made In some regular commerclal ven-
tire Ly a maun who has {nslde Infor-
mation us to what's doing up on Capl
tal Lill™

sGenator Penbody,” nsked Langdon,
s“yhy aire you so strong for Altacoola?"

The Pennsylvanian hesltated.

Wlts natural advantages’ he sald at

nst.

: The southerner shook his head.

uOh, that's all? Well, if natural ad-
vantages are golng to settle it, and
not Influence, go ahend and vote, and
'l just bring in & minority report for

Quif City." "
wrhe boss of the senate’” was ina

corner nosw
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“Confound 1r, Langdon, if rou will
have It, 1 am lnterested In Altacoola.”

Langdon nodded.

“That's all 1 wanted to know” he
sald,

“Now you see why It's got to be
Altncooln,” persisted the boss.

“I don't mind telllng you, then, Sen-
ftor Peabody,” answered Langdon
ealmly, “that my belng for Guif City
was i bluff, T've been trying to draw
you ont. Gulf Clty s a mud bank
and no more fitted to be a naval base
than Keokuk, In. Altacooln it's got
to be, for the good of the country and
the honor of Mississippl.

“And one thing more, sepator. I'd

| Just like to add that not a single man

connected with that committee I8 go-
Ing to make a cent out of the deal
You get that straight ¥

CHATTER XX
“IF YOU CAN'T DUY A SENATOR, THREAT:
EX Him.”

ENATOR TPEARODY was the
most surprised man In Washe
Ington when he heard the jun-
lor senator from Misslssippl

state that no one was (o enrich him-
self vut of the government naval base
project,

He heaped a mental anathema on
the hend of Stevens for saddling such
& man on the senate “machine,” for
Langden would of course never had
been put on “uaval affalrs” (Just now
very lmportant to the machine) with-
ppt the “0, K" of Stevens, who Lad
won & heretofore thoroughly reliabile
reputntion ps g judge of men, or of
what purported to be men, The
thought that at this time, of all times,
there should be n man on the commit-
tee on naval affalrs that could not be
“handled” wans sufliclent to make him

senate” determine that he musi get
nnother chlef Heutepsnt to replace SBte.
vens, who had proved so trustworthy
In the past, Steveus had lost Lls cun-
ning!

As the vote of Langdon could not be
secured by humbug or In exchange for

ered,” Peabody, of course, was willing
to pay in actunl cush for the vote,
This was the flnal step, but one in po-
litleal consplracles of this nature—cash,
But Langdon would not take cash, so
Penbody had to resort to the last
agency of the trained and corrupt ma-
nipulator of legislution,

He wounld threaten.

Moreover, he knew that to make
threats effective, If It Is pomssible to
do 80, they must Le led up to systemat-
lenlly—that s, they should be made at
the right time. The scene must be set,
as in a play,

Banntor Peabody glared at Langdon
ne though to convince the latter that
to stand fo his way would mean polit-
leal destruction,

#hi® Well, 1 suppose you want all the
profits for yourself” Turoing (o Bte.
vens, who had just entered, the Penn-
sylvanian cried:

“Do you but listen to our suddenly
good friend Langdon, He wants to be
tha only man to make mouey out of
the naval base. He won't listen to any
other member of the naval commitiee
making a cent out of it. Why, he"—

“Great God, sir!” exclaimed Langdon.

stnte what {8 false, and you know It
you—you"'—

“Then you nre willing that others
gshould have their rightful share?" put
in Btevens, “Ob, I understand now,
senator.”

“No, no, no!" eried Langdon. “You
do uot understand, Senator Stevens,
and I must soy I am ashamed to speak
of you by the honorable title of gena-
tor, sir. 1 will not listen to any person
enriching himself at the government
expense, and | am your enemy, you,
Peabody, and you, Stevens, beyond re-
wall, You both know ycu misrepresent
me.”

Langdon walked over to Stevens and
faced him directly.

“Do you remember, Stevens, Lorlmer
Hawkslee, back in wartime?"

“Yes," said Stevens, puzzled, “1 re-
astember him—a very fine gentleman."

The old planter sueered.

“Yes, a very fine gentieman! You
remember he got rich out of contracts
for supplies furulsbed to the Confed-
erate governmeut when It wasu't any
too easy for the Confederate goverun-
ment to pay aud when bhe was ln that
goverument bLimself. 1 pever quite

| thought that the uet of a geutleman,

It seemed to we to be very
| refused to speak

Blevens,
Ilke dishonesty.

! to Tworimer Hawkslee fo the Carroll
| | hotel at Vicksburg, and when the peo-

[ple there asked me why 1 told them.
|1 want to warn you, Stevens, that I'm

who reveled fu the title of *boss of the |

favors and ns It could not be “deliv-|

#80 pobody 18 golug to make a cent, |

“You are golug too far, Peabody. You |
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l An Awful Rebuke.

Judge there.

| vigorons protest sgalast  one

)
| aow the town drankand,

| drunkord had heard of L.
"last speaker called upon.
(and sakl: “Mr. Toastimaster
t dmbunted tor $335,000 0, yopr. |
had & wife and famMy whom 1 sup
ported In comfort. [ had wmy
| horse and carringe.

awn

west in an emigrant wagon. He lamd.
ed In this town and started In 1o make
bis lving. 8ince then, Mr Toustmas-
ter,” he eried, with a pathetlec break In
his volee—*"since that time 1 have been
golng steadily down, down, down, and
our guest has been golng up. up. up,
untll now we aré Just about on @
level™
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of us with what you reformers call
‘the goode, but forget evidently the

entirely slmple facts that your family | Hathios enteivd

has [nvested In Altacoola lands more
heavily probably than any ope else
among us. You want to ralse a sean-

dal, do you? Well, go on and ralse i,

but remember that you will have to
explain how 1t happened that there Is
§50,000 Invested In the name of your
son and $25,000 In the nnme of your
daughter, Miss Carolina, vot to men-
tion n few thousands put In by the
gentleman who, T am given to under.
egtand, I8 to be your son-in:law, Con-
gressmad Nopton,

“How nbout that, Norton?' Peabody
nsked, turning to the congressman,

who had followed Btevens.

“l corroberate all you've sald'" re-
marked Norton, "1 can state positively
that Beaator Langdes knew thnt his

L I
“I'm Ukely to seet youw aome time in the

Carroll hotal.”

woney wias golng luto Altucools land
I will sweur to it If vecessary,” nud he
glared bitterly at Caroliva’s father,
feeling certaln that the girl would
cling to him ns opposed (o her parent,

Langdon maede u threatenlug wove ut
the congressman.

“l consider wy riddance of you
mighty cheap at the price,” he cried.

“Come, come, Langdon,” fumed Peu-
body, "1 wust get away from here to
catch the miduight traln. Let's get
through with this watter. You wust
renlize that you canuot fight me iu
Washiogton, You muost koow thuat
men call we the ‘king of the penate,’
[ can beut auy wedasure you introduoce.
I cun puss auy measure you waut
passed. 1 ¢no wake you a lsughing-
stock or u power,

“Why, my friend from Mississippl, ]
Ao even huve your election to the sen-
ate contested, have a comwiitee ap
pointed 0 luvestigate the munner of
your electivn, bave that commitiee de
Jdde that you bought your way loto the
bouorable body, the seuate of the Unit-
el States, and on the strength of that
decislon have you forfelt your seat!
What o pretty heritnge (0 hand down
to pusterity such s disgrace will be!
Why, the very schoul children of the
futare will bear sbout you us “Looter
Langdos,” aud  tbelr pareants will ell
thems bow  particularly degrading @
waus for g wun of yoor reputution to
drag into your dishonest schemes your

| son, slr, and your danghter,

For who

|ukel; to meet you some time In the will believe that this mouey was uol

Carroll hote! at Vicksburg™
Stevens backed away angrily.

i

“l | geut, without your direction, your or

pot iy these lunds without your evn-

enteh your insinuation, but™—he re- l der? DM you not sign the mortgoge
celved a warning glance from Peéa- | on which this $50,000 was rilsed "

pody and broke futo a pleasant snille
caleulated to decelve the old planter—
wthis ance 1 will overiook it because of
our old friendship and the old days in
Lisslssippl.”
- “You l;l” a fine talker, Langdon®
sald Penbody, coming to Btevens' res-
cue, “but I can readily see what you
are driving at. You want an lnvesti-
gatiop. You think vou will cateh some

e e e e ———

Beuator Langdon waved Lis hand dep
recatingly. “I'm learnlog the under
handed ways of you professional poll
tetaus. 1'm getting wize. I'm learn
lng ‘the gume,' so 1 know you're blufl
lug we, Peabody. But you forget that

Mississippl—wy native state.”
Presslng a bLutton, Lungdon sum-
moned a servant apd sald: “Send in

MP Haines, | guess 1 ve got to hnve
a witness for my side.”

“It's no bInf," spoke Stevens s
“Penbody cnn and will
break yon like a plpestem: he's done

| It to other men hefore you who—who

| tried to dlspute his power,

But 1l try
te gave you. 1'l1l ask him to be mer-
ciful. Yon ere not of any Importance
in the sennte. We do not pewd to deal
with you'—

“Then why dJdo you both spend so
much time on me?" asked Langdon in-
nocently, “Why doesn't Peabody go to
Philadelphia ¥

“Langdon," sakd Peabody, “you know
my control of the gennte I8 no plece of
fictlion., But 1 will forglve your obsil-
nacy, even forget i, 17

“Look here erled Langdon, *“just

D becuuse 'mon fat man don't think that

the game of poker was invented lnl

b
will happen tomorrow,"

I ean't lose my temper.” IHe stopped
and gazed at his two collengues,

“Now, you two men stay st one
moment, amd 11 tell you what really

Because P'in fal don't think | can’t luse
Yy temper”

he exploded,
“aud Pm oonly o begloner in the gome
that's your specialiy. The nuval base
W going to Altneodndn®—

“wood | glmalmneously orled both
Peabody nud Slevens, “You're coming
In with us!"

“No, I'm not, but I'll pass the bill so
that nobody makes n cent, just as 1
suld I would. I'! fosl you both and
make you both honest for once In splie
of your nntural dispositions.'

Btevens  and  the Pennsylvanian
stared at cach other in disgust,

“Furthermore,” contlnued Langdon,
‘Altacooln st hisves thas b st e

Ve KRdwn ot

Tt
his Washington gampe"

with him" w
senmtor from Miss bsslppl

jens, what nre you goligg o dao? 1!
s you win for Altncooln without let

o ettt Gkl
ey was fimpoosl e, LIt oL ponk
Ml senntors word Dave nome movos
ftherd Enoswen 0, s they db i learn
Altncvoln, that proud erm of i
great geil, vl bhave rhose b shilroa
floathig on her Leomd bk atdd e
rountry will B¢ the better off, dad so
will the soverelen state of Miasb ool
odl Bless b0 Dt pelthier Bepnfor 1
iody of Pennsyivanky nor Seurtor 84
vons of Misslssippl Is golng 10 Le ooy
witer bhoenuse of |1 Noy, ul ¥ you
men come Lo nmy comaii il
12:30 tomorrow noun you'll bBave o
hnnee to bheor how all hat's o 1T,
thont, If you are por there b2 thed
lmie 100 Belng e oo minoekey eoowort o
favor of Gulf City Just 1o glioy » g

I Roow how 1o play the go
We ean do nothilng

senlor

“Clome, let's go

10 L

body Lo e

“Well, senontor, in the name of gosd

(1

| Ing these gealters mnke money ont of

he other two walked avns
vou golng to do nt 12

" onskedl Hindoes In a=tonlelient &8
SWW vk e
W tomorrow ¥

Lavngedon turned oo i rellodd hls

pyes townpd Che coliing despalriugly.,

“T'm bamed 1T ku he ex-

A b,

(Continuad next weoek,)
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